
 

March 2020 

Administrators’ Message 
Lent 

We have entered into the Holiest season of the Christian calendar – Lent. We began 
our Lenten journey with our annual Ash Wednesday liturgy, and we will end with 
Easter. Lent helps us to listen more and pray, just as Jesus did in the desert. During 
Lent we plan activities that focus on prayer and almsgiving.  

 
Mass (Gr. 7- 9)- March 11 
All Junior High students will participate in a Eucharistic Liturgy on Wednesday, March 11th at 
Our Lady of Good Help Church located at 9805 - 76 Avenue NW. Holy Mass will begin at 9:00 
AM. Parents are welcome to join us too. 
 
Open House & Registrations 
We held our J.H. Picard Open House on February 25th and were very pleased with the great 
turnout. We thank all our student leaders for the fantastic job they did during the Open House. 
We also wish to acknowledge the volunteer efforts of the many School Council parents who 
attended the Open House and shared their parent perspective with the new families.  
 
We are accepting new registrations for the 2020-2021 school year. To register for our 
Kindergarten program, children must be 5 years of age before Jan 1 of their kindergarten year. 
All new registration applications (for students not currently enrolled in an Edmonton Catholic 
School), are completed online: https://www.ecsd.net/SchoolProfiles/Pages/Registration.aspx 
We thank you for passing on this information to any parents you know who may be considering 

our school for the fall. We know that our best form of advertising is your sharing of the good 

things that are happening at J. H. Picard. Thank you for spreading the good news! 

Spring Break 
We would like to remind parents that the Thursday before Spring Break is a full day, with no 
early dismissal. We will dismiss at 12:12 on Friday, March 20 for Spring Break. School will 
resume on Monday, March 30.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Guitta Kodershah  Brigitte Levasseur  Nicole Thomlinson 
Principal   Assistant Principal  Assistant Principal 

https://www.ecsd.net/SchoolProfiles/Pages/Registration.aspx


Planning for the 2020- 2021 School Year 
As we continue planning for 2020-2021 school year, we would ask that you let us know if your 

child will not be attending J.H. Picard next year by Friday, March 13. Having an accurate 

registration count is very important in determining the number of classes we will offer, as well 

as the number of teachers we require.  

Please email Mme Emaelle in the office at Emaelle.St-Pierre-Danis@ecsd.net with the following 

information:   

Your child’s name and grade will not be returning to J.H. Picard for the 2020-2021 school year, 
but instead will attend Name of the school. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

March 02  Grade 7&8 Ski Trip- Rabbit Hill 
 
March 03 Elementary Choir Field Trip- Franco-Albertan Flag Raising Ceremony 
 
March 03- 06  Drumming Residency (K- Gr. 7)   
 
March 10  Gr. 9 P.A.R.T.Y. Field trip 

2020 Quebec Trip- Parent meeting at 6:00 pm in the Library 
       
March 11 School Council Meeting at 6:00 pm in the Library 
 
March 11, 12, 13 Gr. 12 Graduation Portraits at J.H. Picard 
 
March 13  High School Jasper Ski Trip  
   Elementary Hot Lunch (Gr. 1-6) 
 
March 16, 17 Willy Wonka Musical matinee & evening performances at J.H. Picard 
March 18, 19 Willy Wonka Musical evening performances at J.H. Picard  
 
March 19  Full School Day: Dismissal at 3:10 
March 20  Last day before Spring Break- Dismissal at 12:12 
 
March 23- 27  No School- Spring Break 
March 30  Classes resume 
 
April 2    Student-Led Conferences, Secondary program (gr. 7-12), 1:30- 8:00 
   Demonstration of Learning, Elementary program (K- gr. 6), 1:30- 8:00 

mailto:Emaelle.St-Pierre-Danis@ecsd.net


J.H. Picard and Théâtre Picarts present “Willy Wonka Jr.” 

J.H.Picard School & Théâtre Picarts is pleased to present Roald Dahl's "Willy Wonka Jr." March 

16th & 17th at 7 pm and March 18 & 19th at 6pm and 7:45 pm. Tickets available starting 

Tuesday March 3 at tixonthesquare.ca and cast information available at theatrepicarts.ca All 

shows are in JHP small gym. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Canadian Cognitive Abilities Tests (C.C.A.T.s)- Grade 3 
The Canadian Cognitive Abilities Tests (C.C.A.T.s) are written by all grade three students in 

Edmonton Catholic Schools, in the first week of March. These tests measure students’ overall 

ability levels and problem-solving skills. Although students cannot study for these tests, 

ensuring a good night’s sleep, a healthy breakfast and being on time for school will assist 

children in doing their best. 

Reminder: Daylight Savings Time 

Daylight Savings Time begins at 2:00 AM on Sunday, March 8. Don’t forget 

to turn your clocks ahead 

 

School Team Advisors for Youth (STAY)   
March2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         

 

Spring is just around the corner our weather is warming. Spring also means the end of the 

school year is getting closer. Here are some things to keep in mind as the seasons change. 

1. We are still responsible for the messages we send. The change in the season does not 

change the expectation to be kind to each other. 

2. The words you send become your history in public for ever. Create the history you 

can be proud to have. 

3. Exams are just around the corner. Maintain your focus, complete your assignments. 

Your focus will become your future. 

4. Parents become engaged in your student’s studies. By becoming involved, you can 

make school important. Get your student to teach you one thing they learned that 

day. 

The building of healthy strong relationships is the foundation of a prosperous future. 

 



Drumming Residency: March 3-6 

At J.H. Picard we strive to provide learning opportunities that promote 

awareness, understanding and appreciation of Indigenous cultures. To 

this end, we will host a Drumming residency event from March 3- 6. All 

Kindergarten through Grade 7 classes will get the opportunity to 

participate in activities that will highlight the traditional values of trust 

and respect and showcase how drumming is a cultural expression of 

prayer and reverence. We look forward to these very enriching and 

meaningful learning experiences. We thank Mme Thomlinson for coordinating these activities 

with ECSD Indigenous Learning Services. 

School Council 
Our next School Council is on Wednesday, March 11th, at 6:00 PM in 

the school library. All parents are welcome to attend. We value your 

input into school decisions and activities.  

 

Bringing Soil Mechanics to the Classroom 
As part of the Science curriculum, the grade 7 students had the opportunity to learn 

about the different types of soil and soil mechanics from a geotechnical engineer, 

Matthew Dean, who did a multi-media presentation with hands-on demonstrations 

on soil permeability. 

  

 

Grade 12 Graduation Information 
The theme for the Class of 2020 is "The secret of getting ahead is getting started"  
 
GRAD GOWNS 
Students have all been measured for their graduation gowns. The gowns are rented through a 
Canadian company and we receive them in May. Students wear them on the night of 
commencement, which will include time for photos with family and friends as well. All gowns 
must be returned after the ceremony, however, students do get to keep their graduation cap. 
 
GRAD PHOTOS 
Grad portraits will be taken in the school conference room from March 11th - 13th, 2020. There 
will be an online booking process for students to follow. The $25 sitting fee is paid by the school 
from the grad fee/raised funds, therefore no money needs to be provided to the photographer. 



All students are required to have their photo taken for the purposes of the school composite. 
Pets are not allowed at school for graduation photos. 
 
GRADUATION FEE 
A $110 graduation fee is assigned to all Grade 12 student accounts in September. Please ensure 
you have paid this fee. Tickets to the banquet will be on sale at the end of April and students 
who do not have their school fees paid, which includes the $110 graduation fee, will not be 
eligible to purchase banquet tickets. Hopefully this information in advance allows families to 
budget for what becomes an expensive time of year. Please contact Mme Dunkley if you have 
questions or concerns regarding your payments. Mme Cahn Phan can also be emailed at 
Canh.Phan@ecsd.net if you have inquiries about your PowerSchool account fees. 
 

MASS & COMMENCEMENT  
Thursday, May 21st, 2020  
St. Theresa’s Parish  
7508 - 29 Ave  
 

• There will be a rehearsal during the day and students will be bussed to and from the 
church for this rehearsal. Students will return to school by 12 noon and all students are 
expected to attend Bock 1 if they have a scheduled class. Participation at the church 
rehearsal is mandatory for all graduates. 

• Graduates arrive at the church by 6:15 pm to get into their grad gowns. 
• Mass begins at 7:00 pm sharp with the commencement ceremony to immediately 

follow mass. 
• Please note that tickets are not required for the mass and commencement ceremony. 
• A light reception will be held in the parish basement following commencement. 

 BANQUET & DANCE  
Friday, May 22nd, 2020  
Chateau Lacombe Hotel  
10111 Bellamy Hill  

• Graduates arrive for a Grad class picture at the hotel at 5:30 pm. 
• Doors to the ballroom open at approximately 6:00 pm with the formal program 

beginning at 6:30 pm. 
• Tickets will go on sale for the banquet on May 1st. Ticket sales will be online. Full details 

regarding ticket cost, number of tickets per graduate, etc. will follow in a separate email 
toward the end of April.  

• Please note that effective September 2018, an Edmonton Catholic Schools district policy 
was put in place prohibiting the possession and consumption of alcohol at all student 
functions, including graduation. Therefore, there will no longer be alcohol sold during 
the banquet and dance. 



 

 

 

 

 


